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This study investigated how teaching and learning occurred in a context-based chemistry 
classroom highlighting the difficulties faced by teachers when implementing a new pedagogical 
approach. The study found that fluid transitions or the toing and froing between concepts and 
context occurred when structures in the classroom afforded students the agency to connect 
chemistry concepts and real-world contexts. Both high (above average) and sound (average) 
achieving students made connections between the sanctioned chemistry content of the school 
curriculum and the students’ out-of-school worlds when they actively engaged in fields that 
contextualised inquiry and gave them purpose for learning. The implications for teaching by a 
context-based approach suggest that keeping the context central, by teaching content on a 
“need-to-know” basis, contextualises the chemistry for students. Also, if teachers provide 
opportunities for student-student interactions and written work student learning can occur.    
 
